PEASANT LIFE IN CHINA

Relationship to
the Dead

Period

Act of Mourning

Wife

Husband
Son-in-law

Son

Daughter   (married
or unmarried)

Daughter-in-law

Grandchild
Brother's child
Sister's child
Daughter's child

Indefinitely, until
the marriage of
her son.

Indefinite,   a  few
months.

2   years   and   60
days.

2   years   and   60
days.

2   years   and   60
days.

i year.

Coarse hempen skirt and
shoes, white cord on the
hair at the beginning
then changing to white
skirt and shoes ; wearing
no silk.

Blue button on the hat.

Coarse hempen shoes,
changing to white, if one
parent is still living again
changing to blue ; white
button ; wearing no silk
for one year.

Coarse hempen skirt for 49
days ; white shoes
changing to blue; yel-
low cord.

Coarse hempen skirt for
35 days, rest like the
daughter.

Blue button for male;
blue cord for female.

Elders of the deceased observe no obligatory mourning.

fluence of the deceased over property. Misfortunes
and sickness are sometimes, not always, explained as
the warning of ancestor spirits for some action that
they do not approve, such as non-observance of the
periodic sacrifice, damage to the coffin shelter, selling
of land or house, etc. Pure ethical consideration is
strong enough to prevent the person from selling his